MUSIC 511 Teaching Elementary Music

Field Teaching Reflection

Name 

	Dakota Cavanaugh


Type your evaluation of each of the areas addressed below. (each box will expand as you type in it.)  Please, type your response in the spaces provided on this form and submit it in Digital Drop Box prior to the next class session after you taught.

Prior To Recruiting Night

What were your greatest concerns as you prepared to present at instrument night?

	I chose to pick an instrument other than my primary because there is a plethora of trumpet players in our class. So, I was worried that my trombone chops wouldn’t be up to snuff in order to help out the fourth graders. 


How did you attempt to address these concerns?

	I borrowed a trombone for a bit to fresh up on my low brass chops and ensure that I could teach the basic embouchure to young students.


As you wrote your plan, how did you make use of what you know about sequential instruction, active learning, and teaching creatively?

	In order to get a student started on a brass instrument, there are a few steps in forming the correct embouchure. Sequencing is essential for the student because sometimes, it isn’t a natural process. Having the student seal the lips, blow into the instrument, use good air, and keep the corners in is a lot to think about all at once. Using analogies and slowly walking the student through the process of making a sound is time that must be taken in order for them to have success. Also, there was a good amount of modeling and having the student repeat while actually playing the instrument! The kids loved trying out the instruments because it was an active process for them. Being creative with your syntax and diction is essential to get the students fired up, and ready to play in band. We did our best to entertain the kids and help them have a good time while trying out the instruments, as opposed to just lecturing at them or giving loads of “boring” information. 


Teaching Delivery

What were you thinking about the most when you were working with the students?

	I was mostly focused on restricting my language to a level that wouldn’t be over the students’ heads or make them feel like I was talking down to them. I also was very adamant about making sure that every student could produce at least some kind of success; whether they could play different partials and move the slide while playing, or just learn how to hold the instrument correctly, I wanted them to leave feeling inspired for band in at least the smallest of ways. 


How did you effectively use your delivery skills (voice, body, eye contact, use of space)?

	Proximity with the students wasn’t really an issue in this particular context. Every student came right up to your table so they were always side by side as you were teaching. As for voice, body language, and eye contact, I did my best to be engaging for the students. I believe it’s important to carry yourself in a way that isn’t intimidating to students, but still maintains professionalism so they are trusting of your judgement and teaching. This includes being willing to drop down to their level and work with them in a way that is fun and understanding, while still providing reliable information and education. This can be accomplished in multiple ways such as good eye contact, smiling, using voice inflection that seems inviting, as well as body language that is open and approachable for the students. These are all things I attempted to do while working with the fourth graders who stopped by my table. 


What would you want to change in your delivery skills for next time you work with students in this scenario?

	I would like to be more concise. If I could find a way to help the students produce a sound even faster, it would help speed up getting everyone through the experience, while still having a high level of success. Practicing analogies, catch phrases, and further development as an educator will help smooth out teaching more and more every time. 


Did you or did you not appear confident as you taught your lesson? What lead you to that impression?

	I appeared confident. I felt extremely confident with the information I had, and I was able to get every kid I worked with to make a good beginning sound on the instrument! The success of the students means I exhibited enough confidence to work with them effectively. 


Teaching Content

What was most effective about the sequence in which you helped others on your instrument? 

	Analogies were the most effective tools that I used while teaching. Playing an instrument is often an extremely conceptual process. This can make it difficult to understand from a younger student’s perspective. Using analogies puts the concepts into terms and thoughts that they can easily understand and relate to, which instantly raises their success level. Ideas such as “I want you to imagine that your blowing your air all the way over and hitting that wall” or “act like your trying to blow up a balloon in one long breath” were effective in helping the students to achieve good sounds on the trombone and the euphonium. 


How would you change this sequence the next time you worked a recruiting night?

	I believe that my sequencing for teaching the instrument went well. One thing that I left out almost completely was an example of a famous trombonist. We had a board with reasons to play the trombone, fun pictures, and were successful with teaching them to make sounds. For later on, I would like to add in a video of someone such as Christopher Bill playing a pop song/something recognizable in order to excite the students about the instrument. Students often pick an instrument at least partially based on how it sounds, so showing a video of something cool on the instrument would be effective in helping kids make their choice. 


Were your models, both vocally and instrumentally, accurate?  What could you do to make these more effective?

	My models were pretty solid both vocally and instrumentally. Being a brass player, I had a good grasp on how to teach and play the instrument I was working with. If anything, my models could be made more effective by practicing the instrument to show them an even more quality sound. 


Reflections

I think I understand how, but need to practice more on…

	I think I understand how to teach beginning band instruments pretty well, but I could use some practice on organizing materials in a way that is intriguing for students and informational without being boring. 


I just don’t understand…

	I just don’t understand why anyone would choose to play a woodwind instrument… just kidding! I had to throw that in there at least somewhere, because brass instruments are the cat’s pajamas. In reality, I feel pretty confident in my teaching ability for this content area specifically; however, the organization and planning it takes to have a night like this run effectively is massive. I don’t understand how something like this could be pulled off as smoothly as it was without the assistance of 10-15 helpers. Having an attendant/teacher for each instrument is truly an effective way to have all the students try each instrument and really learn something. I know this isn’t always a possibility, especially in more secluded/ smaller communities. Being resourceful and innovative as a teacher is a must!


The following is my plan to work on the areas I have noted above…

	One great way to learn about the profession is to take notes on people who are out there doing it successfully. I will keep attending conferences, festivals, and everything of the like to try and be creative, innovative, and inspirational for my students. Learning about alternative teaching practices, new ideas, and tried-and-true methods will certainly help build my teaching philosophy into one that can be beneficial for my future students. 


Overall, what went well?

	Overall, I think that the individual teaching of the instrument went super well. Every student did extremely well, so the night was a great success. 


Overall, where do you see adjustment needed?

	You can always be better. There are always adjustments to be made, so I will be on the lookout for great methods to teach my students. For this specific environment, coming up with ways to get the students pumped up about joining band is my number #1 concern. So, in a sense, I feel that my biggest adjustments should creativity and motivation. Adding in as much exciting information and activities as possible will always be a great way to move forward with my teaching style. 


